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In this issue  
 

 Opportunities : for group and 
individual press trips 

 
 Working with Alliance members : 

travel partners and their agencies 
 

 News : items of interest to travel 
journalists    

  
 Leads : story ideas  

 
 What’s on : annual festivals and 

events 
 

 Reasons to write about : destinations 
and travel pursuits  

 
 

 A place to stay :and review hotels, 
resorts and other accommodation  

 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities 
 

 Alerts : ongoing press trip 
opportunities 

 
 Travel products and services : of 

interest to travel journalists  
 

 Travel guides : that will offer review 
copies 

 
 The International Travel Writers 

Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance 
members worldwide 
 

  The International Travel Writers Alliance    writersalliance  
  
 
Registering with the Alliance  
 
To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the 
site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.
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Opportunities 
 
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on 
assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one. 
 
For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : 
www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com. 
 
Press trips to Austria 
 
Outdoor Fun & Culinary Delights   
 
The Austrian National Tourist Office is running a press trip to press trip from 28 to 31 May to 
experience some outdoor adventures and enjoy the culinary delicacies from local producers.  
 
Independent press trips to the regions Bregenzerwald and Lake Constance in Vorarlberg  
 
The Austrian National Tourist Office is also inviting Alliance members on independent press trips to 
Bregenzerwald and Lake Constance in Vorarlberg.  
 
The chance to take in music festivals & concerts, modern architecture and natural beauty. 
 
The itinerary can be adapted to meet personal requirements. 
 
Visit : www.austria.info. Contact : Martina at pressuk@austria.info. 
 
South Lakes Hotel’s, UK 
 
South Lakes Hotel’s is a collection of three family run hotels located in the southern part of the UK’s 
Lake District.   
 
The hotels are suited for families, walkers and anyone interested in exploring the southern part of the 
Lakes.  They also all welcome pets so perfect for dog walkers.   
 
Currently one of the hotel’s in the group, the Damson Dene, is starring in a Channel 4 fly-on-the-wall 
documentary series.   
 
The programme follows life inside a typical three star hotel.   
 
Alliance members are welcome to review any of the hotels and in particular the Damson Dene.   
 
Visit : www.bestlakesbreaks.co.uk.  Contact Samantha Marsh at  
samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk  
 
Conrad Maldives Rangali Island  

Set in a picturesque corner of the Maldives, the Conrad Maldives Rangali Island combines three 
distinct resort experiences on two islands, linked by a bridge and surrounded by a vibrant coral reef 
and lagoon.  

Accommodation includes 50 of the most luxurious Water Villas in the country, 79 exotic Beach Villas 
and 21 fabulous Spa Water Villas – the ultimate in pure indulgence. 

Visit www.conradhotels.com. For press trip requests contact : Gail Palmer at gail@ktapr.com.  
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Projects Abroad 
 
Since the fighting resumed in the Ivory Coast in March and political tension continues to grow, 
Projects Abroad, the international volunteering company is announcing that it is providing care to over 
2000 registered refugees that have fled to the Western region of Ghana.  
 
Projects Abroad is a global leader in short-term, overseas, volunteer work placements. 
 
Projects Abroad’s medical volunteers will be providing medical outreach services like helping children 
with infected wounds and insect bites, plus ensuring that anyone with a more severe medical condition 
is referred for treatment.  
 
Visit:  www.projects-abroad.co.uk. Alliance members interested in visiting the project should contact : 
Danielle Mumford at Danielle.Mumford@ascentpr.co.uk. 
 
The Crinan Hotel, Argyll, Scotland 
 
The Crinan Hotel would be delighted to host Alliance members who are interest in writing about this 
unique destination.  
 
Located at the end of the Crinan Canal in Argyll, Scotland, the Crinan Hotel is emerging as one of 
Argyll's most innovative hotels. With the success of the Crinan Gallery Exhibitions in 2010 and the 
recent launch of the Crinan Seafood Bar, the hotel is aiming to be Scotland's first 'Art Gallery with 
Rooms'. 
 
Visit : www.crinanhotel.com. Contact : Graham at graham@taste-of-scotland.com.  
 
Press trip to Prague 
 
The Prague Convention Bureau is organising a press trip to Prague for European journalists from 12 
to 14 May 2011.  
 
The trip will focus on journalists from the UK, USA, Benelux, Germany, France, Italy and Scandinavia.  
 
Contact : Martina Kvašová at martina.kvasova@pragueconvention.cz.  
 
Distinguished International Hotels, Inns, and Resorts 
 
Distinguished International Hotels, Inns, and Resorts manages boutique and resort hotels including :   
  

 Cannizaro House, Wimbledon, UK  
 Casa Angelina Hotel, Praiano, Amalfi 

Coast, Italy  
 Finca Cortesín Hotel, Golf & Spa, 

Malaga, Spain  
 Glasson Hotel and Golf Club, 

Westneath, Ireland  
 Le Grand Lodge Mont-Tremblant,  

Mont-Tremblant, Canada  
 Mount Falcon Estate, County Mayo, 

Ireland  

 Sir Christopher Wren's House Hotel 
and Spa, Windsor, UK  

 The Cranley Hotel, London, UK  
 The Royal Park Hotel, London, UK  
 The Regency Suites, Budapest, 

Hungary  
 Hôtel Chez Swann, Montreal, Canada  
 Sumahan On The Water, Istanbul, 

Turkey 

 
Distinguished International will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. 
 
Visit : www.distinguishedhotels.com. Contact : Johanne Emond at 
johanne.emond@distinguishedhotels.com.  
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The West Somerset Railway, Somerset UK 
 
The West Somerset Railway is Britain’s longest standard gauge steam railway, running for twenty 
miles from Bishops Lydeard (four miles from Taunton) to Minehead in the English county of Somerset. 
 
En route the line passes through the Quantock Hills (an area of outstanding natural beauty) to the 
halfway point at Williton and from there to Minehead the journey is largely along the Bristol Channel 
Coast with inland views of Exmoor. 
 
To expand upon its Railway, pure and simple, there are a number placesfor Alliance members to write 
about including :.  
 

 Taunton : the county town of Somerset dating back over 1000 years.  
 

 Watchet : a similarly ancient settlement, a harbour town which once had its own mint and 
coinage and was important enough to attract the unwelcome attentions of the Vikings on two 
occasions. Today it has narrow streets, two museums and the harbour/marina. 

 
 Washford station : which is close to the Medieval Cleeve Abbey  

 
 Dunster :a medieval village with a Castle looking over it. It also boasts a mill, packhorse 

bridge, the historic Yarn Market building, cobbled streets, tea rooms and small shops. 
 

 Minehead : a seaside resort town. Dunster is on the edge of the Exmoor National Park.  
 
The Railway is always happy to offer free day tickets to writers plus one other for companions (we can 
“stretch” this for those writing for the Family market who are bringing children). 
 
The Yarn Market Hotel, a three star rated Hotel in Dunster, is happy to accommodate writers.  
 
Visit : www.west-somerset-railway.co.uk. Contact : John Simms at john.com@wsrail.net.  
 
Oklahoma Red Earth Festival 
3 to 5 june 2011 
 
The 50th Red Earth Native American Cultural Festival will be held at the Cox Convention Center in 
downtown Oklahoma City.  
 
More than 1200 American Indian artists and dancers from throughout North America will gather to 
celebrate the richness and diversity of their heritage with the world.  A grand parade, which opens 
the festival, on Friday morning, has representatives of more than 100 tribes. 
 
Visit: www.redearth.org/red-earth-festival and www.TravelOk.com. 
 
The Flint Hills Symphony Concert, Kansas 
11 June 2011 
 
Kansas was once a vast prairie covered one-third of our continent-an endless grassland teeming with 
bison, deer, antelope, fowl and wildflowers of every colour.  Today, an untouched piece of that prairie 
still exists in the Flint Hills. For one evening each spring, the area stages a symphony concert over an 
afternoon and evening. 
 
Visit: www.symphonyintheflinthills.org and www.TravelKs.com 
 
For press trips to Kansas and Oklahoma contact Derek Mackenzie-Hook at press@TravelKsOk.co.uk 
www.TravelKs.com - www.TravelOk.com 
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Working with the Alliance  
 
Partners 
 
The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are 
keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers. 
 
Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com.  
 
easyJet Holidays 
  
easyJet Holidays has been established following a collaboration between easyJet and the 
Lowcosttravelgroup, one of the leading on line travel companies in the UK, and offers consumers 
competitively priced, flexible and convenient holidays across the airline’s extensive network.  
 
Unlike traditional holiday brands, with easyJet Holidays, consumers will not only benefit from fully 
protected holiday deals with a brand they trust but also the flexibility and choice of easyJet’s network 
along with Lowcost’s range of high quality, great value accommodation and transfer services. 
 
Visit :  www.holidays.easyjet.com.  Contact : Greg Cartwright at 
greg.cartwright@holidays.easyjet.com. 
 
The Talbot County Office of Tourism (USA) 
 
The Talbot County Office of Tourism promotes the pristine landscapes, waterscapes, and small 
hamlets along the "Hamptons of the Chesapeake Bay". The Towns of St. Michaels, Oxford, Easton, 
and Tilghman Island offer a wealth of small town charm with metropolitan amenties.  
 
Outdoor recreational opportunities abound at every corner - with five rivers, two bays and hundreds of 
creeks and tribuatries, kayaking, canoeing, sailing, and yachting can be enjoyable throughout the 
seasons of Spring, Summer and Fall.  
 
Talbot County has long been recognized as the "Hamptons of the Chesapeake". Year round 
entertainment at local theatres and nightclubs, art festivals and galleries, culinary events, and cultural 
treasures add to the Talbot County experience.  
 
Visit : www.tourtalbot.orgContact : Debbi Dodson at ddodson@talbgov.org. 
 
The San Antonio Convention & Visitors Bureau (USA) 
 
The San Antonio Convention & Visitors Bureau Communications Division assists members of the 
working media with information, research, resources, referrals, hi-resolution images and b-roll. In 
addition, our resources can assist meeting and travel trade professionals with information and images 
to help promote your San Antonio meeting or group travel.  
 
Visit : www.visitsanantonio.com. Contact : Sara Gruber at saragruber@visitsanantonio.com. 
 
Mid Wales Tourism (Wales) 
  
Mid Wales Tourism is a 'Not for Profit' organisation that promotes and represent tourism businesses 
across Wales offering a wide variety of marketing opportunities, membership services, support and 
advice. We know a lot about the tourism industry in Wales and the visitors that come here. 
 
Visit : www.midwalestourism.co.uk. Contact : Valerie Hawkins at valh@midwalestourism.co.uk. 
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Sabah Tourism Board (Malaysia) 
  
Sabah Tourism Board, or Sabah Tourism, is the Sabah state’s tourism marketing arm under the 
auspices of the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Environment of Sabah, Malaysia.  
 
Sabah Tourism works closely with other sister agencies such as Sabah Parks, Sabah Wildlife, 
Environmental Protection Department, Sabah Museum and Sabah Cultural Board - a link which 
enables Sabah Tourism to promote Sabah as a nature-based destination supplemented with rich 
traditional, cultural heritage and warm hospitality.  
 
Sabah as destination is accessible via direct international flights from Kuala Lumpur, Hong Kong and 
Shenzhen (China), Seoul (Korea), Osaka and Haneda (Japan), Singapore, Jakarta (Indonesia), Perth 
(Australia), Kaohsiung and Taipei (Taiwan),Clark and Manila (the Philippines) as well as Bandar Seri 
Begawan (Brunei). 
 
Visit : www.sabahtourism.com. Contact : Hana Harun at hana@sabahtourism.com. 
 
The Olive Branch 
 
An award winning gastro-pub with luxurious accommodation set in the beautiful Rutland countryside
  
Visit : www.theolivebranchpub.com. Contact : Ben Jones at info@theolivebranchpub.com. 
 
Logis du Paradis (France) 
 
Logis du Paradis near Cognac, is a luxurious Maison d'hote with Classic cars for rental and function 
rooms. Formerly Council member and Deputy Chairman of AITO, founder member of ABTOF and 
Chairman of HCHG.  
 
Visit : www.logisduparadis.com. Contact : Nicholas Brimblecombe at info@logisduparadis.com. 
 
Nalagarh A Heritage Resort (India) 
  
Heritage Resort named as Nalagarh A Heritage Resort is 300 km from New Delhi, 60 km from 
Chandigarh and 15 kms from Baddi. This is the only heritage property in this area spread over 20 
acres of land.  
 
Visit : www.nalagarh.in. Contact : Brij Mohan at fortnalagarh@gmail.com. 
 
Base Holidays 
 
Lois started Home Base Holidays, a home exchange agency based in London, in 1985. Now in 
partnership with son, Mark, and also run Guardian home exchange for the Guardian newspaper. 
Publish the blog, Travel the Home Exchange Way and Home Swappers, a monthly free newsletter.
  
Visit : www.homebase-hols.com. Contact : Lois Sealey at info@homebase-hols.com.  
 
My Guy Trip (USA) 
  
My Guy Trip is premier mancation/adventure vacation service. My Guy Trip offers a variety of 
packages and activities ranging from, kayaking, surfing, blacksmtihing, flight lessons, survival classes, 
windsurfing, mountain biking, sailing, white water rafting, bungee jumping plus many more  
 
Visit : www.myguytrip.com. Contact : Greg Larkin at contact@myguytrip.com.  
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Agencies 
 
Green PR (Australia) 
 
Green PR provides services to a range of industries in the Northern Rivers of NSW, including tourism.
  
Visit : www.greenpr.com.au. Contact : Neville Sloss at neville@greenpr.com.au. 
 
News 
 
easyJet Holidays 
 
easyJet, the UK’s largest airline has launched easyJet Holidays following a collaboration between 
easyJet and the Lowcosttravelgroup. 
 
The new venture will offer consumers holidays across the airline’s network.  
 
easyJet flies from 18 UK airports to destinations across Europe, operating on over 540 routes with 
over 196 aircraft across 30 countries.  
 
Lowcosttravelgroup will provide over 10,000 hotels ranging from luxury 5-star to value 3-star options. 
 
Visit www.holidays.easyjet.com. Contact : Greg Cartwright at PressOffice@holidays.easyjet.com 
 
Visit Orlando Launches Holiday Makeover campaign in the UK 
 
Visit Orlando launched its first-ever Holiday Makeover search where any UK travelling party could be 
selected to receive the Orlando dream trip of a lifetime that only America’s most visited holiday 
destination can deliver.  
 
Travellers need only submit stories of their most challenging holiday planning issues, most exhausting 
excursion, nerve-wracking retreat, or the time a holiday went haywire.  
 
Their story will put them in the running to receive a one-of-a-kind Orlando holiday for four people that 
solves their previous holiday challenges and comes complete with airfare, accommodation, attraction 
admissions, ground transportation, and more.    
 
For the chance to win, entrants must share why they need a holiday makeover in 200 words or less 
and upload a recent image at VisitOrlando.com/uk by 26 May 2011.   
 
Visit : VisitOrlando.com/uk. Contact : Amy Voss at  Amy.Voss@visitorlando.com.  
 
Cliveden, Buckinghamshire UK 
 
A 'lost' maze in the National Trust gardens at Cliveden in the UK county of Buckinghamshire that 
disappeared for over half a century has been re-created using over 1,000 two metre (six feet six 
inches) high yew trees. 
 
The fully-fledged maze is based on one that was built for Lord Astor in 1894 but had ceased to be 
maintained since the mid-1900s.  
 
Visit : www.nationaltrust.org.uk/cliveden. Contact : Jeannette Heard at 
jeannette.heard@nationaltrust.org.uk.  
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International Federation of Journalists 
 
Journalists from North Africa and the Middle East met in Casablanca to discuss media reform as 
‘winds of change’ sweep the Arab world.  
 
Organised by the International Federation of Journalistsn the meeting was attended by journalists’ 
representatives from Algeria, Bahrain, Tunisia, Morocco, Jordan, Sudan, Kuwait, Iraq, Libya, 
Palestine, Lebanon, Oman, Somalia, Mauritania, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen.  
 
Visit : www.ejc.net. 
 
Royal Caribbean 
 
Royal Caribbean International has redeployed its Navigator of the Seas for the 2011-12 winter season 
to the Caribbean. 
 
Navigator of the Seas joins Oasis of the Seas, Allure of the Seas and Liberty of the Seas at Port 
Everglades to offer regular sailings to the Caribbean 
 
Royal Caribbean International is a global cruise brand with 22 ships currently in service.  The line also 
offers unique cruise tour land packages in Alaska, Australia, Canada, Dubai, Europe, and New 
Zealand. 
 
Visit : www.royalcaribbean.co.uk. Contact : Surinder Mank at smanku@rccl.com.  
 
New Orleans 
 
New Orleans’s 2010 visitor numbers have surpassed pre-Katrina levels with 8.3 million visitors being a 
10.7 percent increase over 2009. 
 
Visit : Tourismwww.neworleansinfo.com | and www.louisianatravel.com. Contact : Kirsty Dillery at 
kirsty@ttmworld.co.uk. 
 
Leads 
 
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on 
assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one. 
 
Poland  
 
New bars in Poland  
 
Beer lovers will be happy to hear that Poland is in line for hundreds of new pubs as the country gears 
up to welcome the Euro 2012 football championships next summer.  
 
Over 1,000 new bars are expected to open their doors ahead of the tournament according to the 
Warsaw Business Journal, which also promises dozens of new restaurants as well. 
 
According to the famous Zywiec brewery there are about 10,000 pubs in Poland at the moment, but a 
pub culture doesn't exist as it does elsewhere.  
 
Visit : www.uefa.com/uefaeuro2012 
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Tygmont Jazz Club  
 
Warsaw's top jazz club Tygmont has been named as one of the best in the world. 
 
American magazine Down Beat included the venue in a list of the best 100 jazz clubs, declaring that 
"this tiny all-wood cellar is Warsaw's jazz mainstay. 
 
Visit : www.tygmont.com.pl 
 
Visit : www.poland.travel. Contact :agnieszka.bigaj@poland.travel  
 
Treetop Champagne Bar  
 
Unique in Europe, the aptly-named Perching Bar opened in summer 2010 in the Arboxygène leisure 
park near the forest of Verzy, just 17kms from Reims.   
 
Six metres up in the trees, this is a magical setting where guests can sample fine champagnes from 
well-known champagne houses and excellent local producers.   
 
A stunning contemporary design features sleek leather and wood interiors, but the oak structure 
boasts eco-friendly credentials too, blending into its forest surroundings and run purely on solar power.    
 
The terrace offers panoramic views and access is via 3 suspended footbridges through the trees.   
 
Visit : www.arboxygene.eu. Contact : Kathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 
 
Hotwire.com 
 
Hotwire.com, a leading US discount travel site, has special relationships with over 25,000 leading 
hotels worldwide.  
 
When these hotels have unsold rooms, they use Hotwire to fill them, so consumers get up to 50% off 
standard rates.  
 
Travellers wishing to take advantage of Hotwire Hot Rates are given information about the hotel’s star 
rating, amenities, neighbourhood and customer reviews of the hotel.  Once the room has been 
booked, the name of the hotel is revealed. 
 
Visit : www.hotwire.com. Contact : Sarah Altemeyer at sarah.altemeyer@atomicpr.com.  
 
Virasat Journeys FAM heritage walks, Jaipur, India 
 
The Indian ‘pink city’ of Jaipur, founded in 1727 was planned according to Indian ‘Vastu Shastra’ 
principles.  

Unlike other urban centres of the period, the original walled city of Jaipur was divided into nine blocks; 
two contained the state buildings and palaces, the remaining seven allotted to various public buildings.  

A fortification wall was then built around the city with seven gates for entry. 
 
Extensive research has provided Virasat Journeys with the opportunity to offer walking tours of the city 
that highlight the history, architecture, crafts, religion, markets and living traditions of this city of 
Rajasthan and to meet the people who live there. 

Visit : www.virasatjourneys.com/city_walks Contact : Malgosia Odell at 
Malgosia@virasatjourneys.com.  
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Grape Escapes 
 
Grape Escapes is offering a range of tours to the Champagne region of France.  
 
Grape Escapes is a specialist in travel to the French wine regions offering a selection of gourmet 
wine-tasting weekends in Champagne, Burgundy, Bordeaux, the Loire and the Rhone.  
 
Visit: www.grapeescapes.net. Contact : Jenny Groutage at jenny@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 
 
Coutours of London 
 
Coutours of London offer tailor-made tours of London. Run by Emma Parker the tours are arranged to 
suit the visitor scheduleand planened by area or by theme or off the beaten track. Orientation tours are 
also available. 
 
Visit : ww.coutours.co.uk. Contact ; Joanna Booth at Joanna.booth@travelweekly.co.uk. 
 
Handetour, Vietnam 
 
Handetour is an inbound tour operator, based in Hanoi Capital Vietnam, specialising in high quality 
and luxury cultural and leisure tours within Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia.  
 
Visit ; www.handetour.com. Contact : Nguyen Tuan Anh at tuananh@handetour.com 
 
San Francisco Waterfront 
 
The San Francisco Waterfront Challenge, is a new weekly "identify-the-photo" game. 
 
Visit : www.sf-waterfront.com/category/challenge. Contact : Molly Blaisdell at mollyb22@gmail.com 
 
Friendly Planet Travel 
 
Friendly Planet Travel arranges all-inclusive escorted vacation packages to Asia, the Middle East, 
Africa, Europe and South America. 
 
Visit  www.FriendlyPlanet.com. Contact Jackie Zima-Evans at Jackie@GregoryFCA.com. 
 
Antigua and Barbuda 
 
The second annual Summer Gold card campaign has been launched by the Antigua and Barbuda 
Tourism Authority.  
 
The card offers visitors savings of up to £1,300 on holiday activities from 1 June to 30 September 
2011. 
 
Visit : www.antiguasummergold.com. Contact : Lynda Daboh at lynda@firstpr.co.uk. 
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What’s on  
 
Information for professional travel writes, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual 
events and celebrations worldwide.  
 
The Festa Dei Ceri, Gubbio, Italy  
15 May 2011 
 
The Festa Dei Ceri (Race of the candles) is one of the oldest oldest Italian folklore display. 
 
The festival began as a solemn act of devotion on the part of the Eugubini towards their Bishop 
Ubaldo Baldassini which started in 1160, the year of his death.  
 
Since then, every 15 May, the eve of the day of mourning, the devotional offering to the patron Saint is 
a fixed appointment for the people of Gubbio who take part in a great mystical procession, carrying 
candles all around the town and up Mount Ingino. 
 
Visit : www.ceri.it. Contact : Stefania Gatta at stefania.gatta@enit.it. 
 
Pirates at the Museum of London Docklands, London  
20 May to  30 October 2011  
 
Pirates: The Captain Kidd Story, a new exhibition at the Museum of London Docklands, Canary Wharf, 
London focuses on the legendary privateer turned pirate. 
 
The exhibition reveals the surprising truth of how London’s corrupt political activities were entrenched 
in piratacy. The launch date also coincides with the anniversary of Captain Kidd’s execution on 23 
May 1701 in Wapping.  
 
Over 170 objects will be displayed, including Kidd’s last letter with the promise of hidden treasure a 
real pirate flag, the Admiralty Marshall's, and a gibbet cage. 
 
The Museum of London Docklands along with the Museum of London and Museum of London 
Archaeology seek to inspire a passion for London.  
 
They are open daily 10am – 6pm and are free.  
 
Visit www.museumoflondon.org.uk. Contact Kate Rosser at krosser@museumoflondon.org.uk. 
 
Bletchley Park’s ‘Forties Family Festival Buckinghamshire UK  
Sunday 29 and Monday 30 May 2011 
 
Bletchley Park’s ‘Forties Family Festival’ will include hundreds of 1940’s re-enactors, flypasts by a 
Lancaster, Spitfire and Hurricane and  1940’s and wartime displays. 
 
Bletchley Park was home to the codebreakers of World War Two and the birthplace of the modern 
computer.  Today it is a museum and heritage site, with permanent exhibitions and private collections.   
 
Bletchley Park also holds the famous Lorenz and other mechanical cipher systems along with the 
Bombe and Colossus Rebuilds. Bletchley Park is set in beautiful parkland with a Victorian Mansion, a 
lake, wildlife and a children’s play area.   
 
Visit : www.bletchleypark.org.uk. Contact : Claire Urwin at curwin@bletchleypark.org.uk. 
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The Royal Shakespeare Company Open Day, Stratford UK 
12 June 2011 
 
The RSC Open Day provides a unique insight into how its productions are made, from casting to prop-
making, lighting design to stage fighting. 
 
A programme of practical workshops, discussions and events for all ages. 
 
Visit : www.rsc.org.uk. Contact : Dean Asker at dean.asker@rsc.org.uk. 
 
The Italian Job : A European tour for Vintage, Exotic and interesting vehicles 
12 to 16 September 2011. 
  
This event will see 30 teams of vintage, super and interesting cars travelling from Kent to Italy across 
three countries culminating in a last night gala dinner in the Ferrari Galleria in Maranello. The route 
passes through Chantilly, Vonnas, Lake Maggiore and Modena. 
 
Contact : events@caitaljo.co.uk. 
 
Montreal International Jazz Festival 
25 June to 4 July 2011 
 
The 32nd Festival International de Jazz de Montréal (Montreal International Jazz Festival) which will 
take place from 25 June to 4 July 2011. 
 
This year’s event features Diana Krall, Robert Plant, Paco de Lucia, Sade, Youssou N’Dour and Peter 
Frampton. The 5th Montreal Guitar Show’s runs in tandem from 1 to 3 July. 
 
Journalists covering arts & culture or travel on a regular basis can apply for press accreditation to the 
event.Visit : www.montrealjazzfest.com. Contact : jazz@info.equipespectra.ca.  
 
The British Columbia Shellfish Festival, Vancouver, Canada 
17 to 18 June 2011 
 
During two days in June, the community of Comox, on Vancouver Island’s east coast, celebrate 
sustainably-harvested food from the sea.  
 
The largest of its kind in the province, the BC Shellfish Festival will be two days of cooking demos by 
the region’s cutting-edge chefs, live beats and local entertainment, and select sea-worthy 
competitions.  
 
Visit : www.bcshellfishfestival.ca.  
 
Reasons to write about 
 
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, 
with a commission or able to obtain one. 
 
Frankfurt 
 
Sitting on the Main River, Frankfurt is the financial centre of Germany and the largest financial centre 
in continental Europe.  
 
Frankfurt is also seat of the European Central Bank, the German Federal Bank and the German Stock 
Exchange. 
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Frankfurt Airport is one of the world's busiest international airports and its Central Station is one of the 
largest terminal stations in Europe, with excellent connections to European destinations.  
 
A city of culture  
 
The cosmopolitan nature of Frankfurt has helped create a vibrant, multicultural city with a great deal 
for the visitor to enjoy.  
 
Frankfurt Museum Embankment 
 
Leading the list is Frankfurt’s unique museum embankment with its cluster of thirteen museums on the 
southern banks of the riverside promenade and another thirteen in close proximity.  
 
The area is also one of green banks and landscaped parks and gardens providing art, culture, 
recreation and relaxation.  
 
The Museum Embankment Festival, held on the final weekend of August, is one of Europe’s largest 
cultural celebrations with participating museums opening late into the night and performance stages, 
stalls and stands lining the riverside promenade to offer live music, food and entertainment. 
 
The performing arts 
 
The city also has 60 theatres and independent theatre groups, including The English Theatre - 
Europe’s largest English-language theatre. 
 
Frankfurt Cathedral was built in the 14th and 15th centuries with emperors of the Holy Roman Empire 
crowned Kings of Germany in the church from 1356 and emperors-elect crowned here from 1562 to 
1792.  The city’s most historical landmark, the three-gabled façade of the Römer, was chosen as 
Frankfurt’s town hall in 1405 and remains the seat of Frankfurt’s lord mayor.  
 
Celebrated poet and author Johann Wolfgang Goethe, Frankfurt’s favourite son, was born in the city in 
1749. His birthplace, The Goethe-House, has been restored to its original condition, offering visitors 
an insight into his life and times. 
 
Germany’s first national assembly met in St.Paul’s Church in 1848, forming the basis of the country’s 
modern-day constitution. 
 
Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. 
Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de 
 
El Salvador 
 
EcoExperiences, El Salvador’s new website provides detailed information on new itineraries in Central 
America’s least explored country. 
 
Activities can include : 
 

 surfing ome of the world’s best waves  
 mountain biking along the narrow trails of the coffee highlands, and  
 kayaking the serene channels of the mangrove forests that line the Pacific Ocean. 

 
EcoExperiencias has also launched a new line of seaside tours including endangered sea turtle 
nesting and release tours, whale watching and artisan fishing with local guides! 
 
Visit : www.ecoexperienciaselsalvador.com. Contact: Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 
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The Liberation Route, Holland 
 
The Liberation Route, which follows the course of the Allies during the liberation of Europe, was 
opened in 2008. The route starts in Normandy and continues via Nijmegen and Arnhem in the 
direction of Berlin. 
 
The region in the Eastern part of Holland played an important role at the end of the Second World 
War. One of the largest airborne landings in history took place here during Operation Market Garden 
in September 1944. It only partially succeeded.  
 
The Allies could not hold Arnhem, but Nijmegen was liberated. The final liberation, Operation 
Veritable, was launched from this area several months later, in February 1945.  
 
This was the start of the great Rhineland Offensive, a battle to rank alongside Stalingrad, Normandy 
and Berlin. The Liberation Route lets travellers experience what happened in 1944 and 1945.  
 
The plan is to eventually have these listening stones along the whole route of the allied forces 
retracing their steps from Dunkrik to Berlin explaining about these special and extraordinary events.  
 
Visit : www.liberationroute.com. Contact : Evelina Hederer at press-uk@holland.com.  
 
Virgin Galactic, New mexico 
 
The US state of New Mexico has been chosen as the launch pad for Sir Richard Branson’s Virgin 
Galactic venture and from May 2011, when tours will be available for visitors to take a look around the 
world’s first commercial spaceport.  
 
Spaceport America is situated in the desert on a 27-square-mile site between Las Cruces and Truth or 
Consequences.  
 
The Spaceport America Preview Tour leads visitors through the history and evolution of transportation 
and trade in the American continent, from the Spanish and Native American pioneers of the past to the 
rail, air and space pioneers of the future.  
 
Touring around the region and ending up at Spaceport America, the tour also gives guests a taste of 
New Mexico’s scenic beauty and rugged ranges. 
 
Visit : www.ftstours.com,  www.spaceportamerica.com and www.newmexico.org. Contact : Emma 
French at emmaf@hillsbalfour.com. 
 
Dvorak Raft, Kayak and Fishing Expeditions, Colardo 
 
Bill and Jaci Dvorak have been operating Dvorak Raft, Kayak and Fishing Expeditions since 1969.  
 
As one of the early pioneers of white water river rafting in the Rocky Mountains, the Dvoraks own the 
first outfitter license issued by the state of Colorado.  
 
They offer river trips, white water skills camp and swift water training programmes. 
 
Also on offer are includes guided such as rafting, horseback riding, mountain biking, rock climbing, fly-
fishing and four wheel drive safaris to ghost towns.The Arkansas River also offers some of the best 
rated blue ribbon trout waters in the state. 
 
Visit : www.dvorakexpeditions.com. Contact ; Bill Dvorak at info@dvorakexpeditions.com.  
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Windsor and the Royal Borough, Berkshire UK 
 
A new web-based media resource has been launched to help journalists looking to produce  short 
breaks in Windsor, Berkshire. 
 
The resource includes unusual and quirky ‘did you know’ facts, copyright free image library, suggested 
itineraries, story ideas and topical news updates. 
 
Windsor and the Royal Borough will be pleased to consider  group and individual press trips for 
Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one. 
 

 Reasons to write about Windsor and The Royal Borough include : 
 

 the 300th Anniversary of Ascot racecourse 
 

 a new £8M Lego themed submarine attraction at LEGOLAND Windsor 
 

 The new Round Tower Tour at Windsor Castle 
 

 Windsor Festival (17 Sept – 02 Oct) 
 

 New hotels – Coworth Park (part of the Dorchester Collection) and Macdonald Windsor 
 

 Eton Dorney location for 2012 Olympic Rowing Events 
 
Visit:  www.windsor.gov.uk/site/media Contact: Jackie Ellis at press@live-tourism.co.uk. 
 
A place to stay 
 
Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on 
assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one. 
 
Tierra Patagonia, Chile  
 
Tierra Patagonia, which is due to open late 2011, has used local materials, sourced from the 
Patagonian pampas and enjoys views across the waters of the lake to the iconic granite needles of the 
Torres del Paine of the National Park. 
 
Visit : visit www.tierraatacama.com and www.tierrapatagonia.com. Contact : Martina Diez-Routh at 
martina@traveltradeuk.com. 
 
Four family-owned hotels in Mallorca 
 
Four family-owned hotels on the Spanish island of Mallorca, which will welome press reviews by 
Alliance members : 
 
Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa 
 
The Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, five miles from the island’s capital Palma, is a beach side resort in 
Illetas.    
 
This classic Mallorca hotel has been owned and managed by the Xamena family for more than 60 
years and enjoys a loyal following with more than 70% repeat guests. 
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The Hotel Mar I Vent 
 
The Hotel Mar I Vent, which is a small, traditional hotel run by three generations of the Vives family 
since 1931, is on the stunning north west coast at Banyalbufar.    
 
An excellent base for exploring the Tramuntana mountains, the accent is on a warm welcome and 
traditional Mallorquin cuisine.   
 
The Dalt Murada 
 
In Palma, the Dalt Murada, a 16th century manor house restored in 2001, is tucked away in a quiet 
street in the old quarter of Palma, just steps from the San Seu Cathedral and all the attractions of the 
city.    
 
Hotel Tres 
 
The Swedish-run Hotel Tres also enjoys a city centre location: an oasis of calm  with 41 contemporary 
design rooms in a converted 16th century palace near the heart of the Llonja district.   
  
Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es, www.hotelmarivent.com, www.hoteltres.com andwww.daltmurada.com 
Contact : Doug Goodman at info@douggoodmanpr.com.  
 
Palm Tree Court & Spa, Dubai  
 
Steeped in history, Hatta was at one time a vital Omani border post.   
 
It was an important camel trail along Sohar, Dibba and Muscat, and commanded one of the three 
gateways through Oman’s mountain chain – a true Bedouin civilisation.  
 
Hatta village is over 200 years old and dotted with houses of stone, sand and mud.   
 
Located on a private beach within 128 acres of the Jebel Ali Golf Resort & Spa and surrounded by 
tropical gardens, walkways, pools and quaint waterfalls, Palm Tree Court & Spa has 134 suites 
situated in six low-rise beachfront properties.  
 
Facilities include a butler service on request, a private breakfast venue and limousine airport transfer.  
 
For an alternative view of Dubai guests can can cruise down the historic Creek whilst dining onboard 
Bateaux Dubai.  Camels have played a vital role within Bedouin culture and desert life for thousands 
of years, and visitors will gain a hands on experience of these fascinating desert dwellings creatures.   
 
 Visit : www.jebelali-international.com. Contact : Laura Duncan at Laura@lucre.co.uk.  
 
New hotels in Champagne, France 
 
Hotel Jean Moet,Epernay (Marne)  
 
This elegant 18th century mansion, which opened in late 2010, has been restored in period style.  
 
The central location is ideal for exploring the Avenue de Champagne and Epernay’s many culinary 
and cultural attractions. The hotel features a tasting bar and 12 spacious rooms with Louis XV 
furnishings.   
 
www.hoteljeanmoet.com 
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Hôtel la Source Bleue, Villiers-sur-Marne (Haute-Marne)  
 
Hôtel la Source Bleue which opens this sprng is named after the extraordinary azure blue water where 
visitors can fish. An 11-room hotel, featuring spacious art-deco guestrooms it will ‘Ayurvedic’ 
treatments to guests in relaxing surroundings.   
 
www.hotelsourcebleue.com  
 
Hotel Domaine du Château du Faucon, Donchery (Ardennes)  
 
This renovated château in the north of the Ardennes, which opens autumn 2011, will mainly focus on 
equestrian activities.    
 
The hotel will offer 13 spacious rooms and suites in restored buildings in the grounds. Other facilities 
include a billiard room, chapel, pool, tennis and minigolf.   
 
www.domaine-chateau-du-faucon.com  
 
Visit : www.champagne-ardenne-tourism.co.uk. Contact : Kathryn Hicks at 
cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 
 
Mövenpick Resort & Spa Cebu, the Philippines 
 
The Mövenpick Resort & Spa Cebu in the Philippines is set on its own private beach on Mactan 
Island and offers white sandy beaches and excellent diving and snorkelling. 
 
Guests can also visit Cebu, with its nightlife and extensive shopping, half an hour away. Mövenpick 
Hotels & Resorts manages over 90 hotels throughout Europe, Africa, the Middle East and Asia. 
 
Visit : www.moevenpick-hotels.com. Contact : Laura Perez Diaz at laura.perez@moevenpick.com. 
 
DoubleTree by Hilton Ras Al Khaimah 
 
Hilton Worldwide has opened the DoubleTree by Hilton Ras Al Khaimah, the first DoubleTree by Hilton 
hotel in the United Arab Emirates. 
 
Located in the heart of the Al Nakeel business district and close to the beach, this is a newly built, 
upscale, full-service hotel. 
 
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotels manages upscale accommodations in more than 240 gateway cities, 
metropolitan areas and vacation destinations worldwide. 
 
Visit : www.doubletree.hilton.co.uk. Contact : Emma Corcoran at emma.corcoran@hilton.com. 
 
Jumby Bay, Antigua 
 
Jumby Bay, Antigua is an inclusive luxury retreat set on a 300-acre private island two miles off the 
coast of Antigua in the West Indies.   
 
Accessible only by boat, the resort offers upscale travellers a relaxed and authentic Caribbean escape 
with superb white-sand beaches and lush tropical environment.  
 
Visit : www.jumbybayresort.com. Contact : Jacinta at jacinta@rivapr.co.uk 
 
 
 



 

Copyright © 2010 ITWA                                 www.internationaltravelwriteralliance.com 18 

The Sani Resort, Halkidiki, Greece 
 
The 6th annual Sani Gourmet Festival takes place from the 13 to 22 May 2011 in the Sani Resort, 
Halkidiki, Greece. 
 
The Festival will showcase today’s finest Greek cuisine. 
 
The Sani Resort has 16 restaurants ranging from gourmet to traditional tavernas and ouzeries where 
guests can sample the very best in fresh local produce in a feast of Greek delicacies.  
 
Sani also has restaurants offering Asian, Italian and both traditional and modern Mediterranean 
cuisine, having spent a day basking in the Greek sunshine guests can be assured that there will be 
plenty of choice when it comes to dining!  
 
Visit : www.saniresort.gr Contact:  Sophie Furness at Sophie@grifcopr.com. 
 
The Patra Bali Resort, Indonesia  
 
The Patra Bali Resort & Villas is a five-star resort located within 11 hectores on the shore of Southern 
Kuta Beach. 
 
It is a five-minutes drive from the International Ngurah Rai Airport and ten minutes drive from the 
popular shopping area, Kuta. 
 
The resort has recently undergone a complete refurbishment. Its villas stretch along palm fringed 
seaside on a reef-protected lagoon.  
 
Visit : www.patrabali.com. Contact : Ika Manuaba at ika.manuaba@patra-jasa.com 
 
The Sofitel at Heathrow Airport, London 
 
The Sofitel at Heathrow terminal 5 has been named the best airport hotel in Europe at the Skytrax 
World Airport Awards. 
 
The hotel, which is connected to terminal 5 by a covered walkway, was also named third best airport 
hotel in the world. 
 
Visit : www.sofitel.com/Heathrow. Contact : James Harris at James@lucre.co.uk.   
 
The Inn at Willow Grove 
 
The Inn at Willow Grove, which borders the Blue Ridge Mountains in the heart of Virginia’s horse and 
wine country, has reopened following a 24-month restoration and renovation.  
 
Owned by David and Charlene Scibal, the Inn is located on a 37 acre estate dating back to 1778 and 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  
 
Nearby activities include wine tasting at local vineyards, horseback riding, hot air ballooning, hiking, 
nature treks, steeplechase races, and tours of historic sites, including Montpelier Plantation and civil 
war sites.  
 
Visit www.innatwillowgrove.com. Conatct : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com  
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The Corinthia Hotel, London 
 
The Corinthia Hotel, London, which opened in April is located at the corner of Northumberland Avenue 
and Whitehall Place. 
 
It is an historic luxury hotel and former British Government building, located on a triangular site 
between Trafalgar Square and the Thames Embankment. 
 
Originally built as the Metropole Hotel, its close location to British Government administration in 
Whitehall and the Palace of Westminster meant that it was commandeered in both World War I and 
World War II.  
 
Visit : www.corinthia.com. Contact : enquiries@quintessentiallyescape.com. 
 
Grand Resort Bad Ragaz, Switzerland 
 
The Marathon Module at Swiss health retreat Grand Resort Bad Ragaz is a two-day, three-night 
programme. 
 
Participants undergo a comprehensive evaluation of their physical capacity by a Swiss Olympic sports 
doctor before being guided through a personal training programme from start to finish with Richi 
Umberg, trainer for the Swiss Olympic team.  
 
Visit : www.resortragaz.ch. Contact : Emma Powell at Lucia@grifcopr.com.  
 
Hotel Tres, Palma, Mallorca 
 
Hotel Tres is a design hotel in the historic heart of Palma and within walking distance off all the city’s 
shopping, bars and  restaurants. 
 
The 4* hotel is a conversion of a 16th century palace and combines contemporary design with original 
architectural features, modern artwork and convenient luxuries. 
 
Visit : www.hoteltres.com. For press trips contact : Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
  
The Oasis Palm Beach, Cancun, Mexico 
 
The Oasis Palm Beach, is an all-inclusive family resort and spa in Cancun, which is situated on a 
white sandy beach along a calm stretch of the Caribbean Sea.  
 
The resort is the third Oasis Hotels and Resort property to open since the brand returned to the 
Cancun marketplace in March 2011 with the opening of the Grand Oasis Cancun and the Oasis 
Cancun resorts. 
 
Visit : www.oasishotels.com. Contact : Jane Coloccia at mlee.jcc@gmail.com.  
 
The Prince Hall Hotel, Dartmoor, Devon UK 
 
The Prince Hall Hotel is an owner-run country house hotel in the heart of Dartmoor UK. Guests can 
unwind in front of the open log fire in the sitting room after bracing walks on the moor, and look 
forward to the freshest seasonal produce, from new season lamb to hot cross bun and butter pudding.  
 
Visit : www.princehall.co.uk. For press trips contact : Jovanka Ristich at 
jovanka@independentpr.co.uk. 
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Section two : ongoing opportunities 
 
Alerts  
 
Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members  
 
 Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would 

be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit 
www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com. 

 
 The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased 

to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit 
www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at 
li@storringtoncommunications.com.  

 
 Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on 

assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com. 
 
 LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the 

world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at 
rb@localguiding.com. 

 
 Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with 

passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. 
Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk. 

 
 Orlando Tourism offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP 

Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com.  Contact : Amy Voss at amy.voss@visitorlando.com. 
 
 Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel 

Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a 
commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and 
www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com 

 
 Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country 

estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities 
include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair 
Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com. 

 
 The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old 

wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.stchristoph.at/alpenhotel . Contact 
Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk 

 
 The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to 

Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at 
info@villapambuffetti.com.  

 
 Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate 

wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : 
www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com. 

 
 Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel 

journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at 
info@africasafariholidays.net.  
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 Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : 

www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is.  
 
 Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, 

walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be 
pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-
ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com.  

 
 Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : 

www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net. 
 
 Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos 

that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave 
Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com 

 
 Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to 

Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk. 
 
 Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland 

or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com 
and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk.  
 

 Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider 
arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : 
Lanisha Butterfield at lanisha.butterfield@holidaylettings.co.uk. 

 
 Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. 

Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@essence-communications.com. 
 
 Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a 

medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : 
www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com. 

 
 Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi 

Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider 
press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. 
Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 

 
 Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game 

Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : 
www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.  

 
 Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a 

positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : 
www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com.  

 
 Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the 

new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary 
Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com.  

 
 Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience 

Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at 
ssoltero@cmcommunications.com.  
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 The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, 
Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : 
www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk. 

 
 The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a 

commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : 
Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk. 

 
 The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance 

members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com.  
 
 The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just 

opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy 
to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison 
Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com. 

 
 Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western 

experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: 
www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.   

 
 Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi 

National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a 
commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at 
honour@honourway.com. 

 
 Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury 

hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha 
Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk. 

 
 Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance 

members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the 
nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee 
MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com. 

 
 South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites 

within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. 
Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 

 
 Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be 

delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting 
attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk. 

 
 South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest 

wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja 
Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to 
Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de 
Jong at honour@honourway.com. 

 
 New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a 

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at 
lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com 

 
 The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater 

Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. 
Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: 
samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
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 Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages 

throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : 
Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk. 

 
 St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance 

members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk 
 
 Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites 

Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at 
samantha@independentpr.co.uk 

 
 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey 

and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at 
jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk.  

 
 The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance 

Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, 
weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at 
zapala@fzkllc.com. 

 
 The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in 

Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit 
www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com.  

 
 base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to 

review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Laura 
Leggetter at laura@rivapr.co.uk. 

 
 Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host 

Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. 
Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.   

 
 Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia 

Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. 
Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com. 

 
 Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to 

Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar 
PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com  

  

 The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique 
hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk.  

 Dubai Tourism will be interested in considering working with Alliance members on press trips to 
Dubai. Visit www.dubaitourism.ae. Contact Natasha Behrouz at 
nbehrouz@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk. 

 
 The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips 

aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : 
www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at 
paul@quasarex.com. 

 
 Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key 

destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Eleanore Longley at 
eleanore@bacall.net. 
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 The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the  
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection  
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at 
Jo@thespaprcompany.com. 

 
 Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments 

to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  
Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit 
www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

 
 The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance 

members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching 
inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an 
intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more 
information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com 

 
 Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. 

Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk. 
 
 Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will 

be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. 
Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk. 

 
 The Discovery Collection, independent specialist in boutique breaks to North Cyprus, Turkey, 

Puglia, Sicily, Malta and Gozo, will be happy to consider offering press visits to Alliance members. 
A varied programme includes beach and city breaks, twin-centre stays, walking holidays and 
special interest tours. Visit : www.thediscoverycollection.com. Contact: Jill Guest at jill@ocean-
advertising.co.uk or on 020 7436 

 
 Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-

canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering 
individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-
travel.co.uk or on +44 (0) 20 8404 2447. 

 
 Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor 

Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a 
commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk.  

 
 The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri 

Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : 
www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com. 

 
 The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able 

to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : 
http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk. 

 
 The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance 

members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: 
www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.  

 
 The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering 

accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at 
Kathryn@grifcopr.com.   

 
 Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. 

Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com.  
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 Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday 

opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com.  
 
 Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance 

members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at 
stevie@wildernessjourneys.com.  

 
 Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. 

Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com.  
 
 Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance 

members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Cathryn Hicks at 
cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 

 
 Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale 

watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be 
happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. 
Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com.  

 
 The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated 

on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to 
consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. 
Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com.  

 
 The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer 

dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the 
property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at 
tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk 

 
 Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the 

new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary 
Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com.  

 
 The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance 

members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com.  
 
 Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western 

experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: 
www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk 

 
Travel products  
 
The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to 
Alliance members in return for a credit or review. 
 
Dollar rent a car 
 
Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in 
return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis. 
 
UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at 
Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7391 4622.  
 
Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar 
website : www.dollar.com.  
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ELITE's luxury car hire 
 
ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive 
models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, 
Porsche and Land Rover. 
 
For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving 
over 600 cities. 
 
Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a 
complimentary car upgrade. 
 
Terms & Conditions: 
 

 subject to availability at time of booking 
 valid rental & booking period: Jan 1st - Dec 31, 2011  
 offer valid for car rentals in Switzerland, Italy, France & Monaco, Germany 
 applies to all car categories and Elite Rent-a-Car rental tariffs (Shopping/Tradition) 
 blackout period for complimentary car upgrade is 1 July to 15 September 15 to 31 December 

2011 
 Elite Rent to be mentioned and contacts included in fact box of subsequent editorial feature 

 
Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car. 
 
Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com 
 
Æther mobile 
 
Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, 
which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad.  
 
The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. 
Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups 
 
The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone. 
 
Among the features and benefits : 
 

 service available in 206 countries 
worldwide on over 565 mobile 
networks and free to receive calls in 
65 countries 

 
 up to 80% off the cost of making a call 

from abroad 
 

 free to receive an incoming SMS and 
sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 
34p for the rest of the World. 

 
 voicemail service accessible from any 

location  
 

 pay as you go with no penalties for 
non use no line rental, contract or 
service fees and full itemised billing

 
All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7.  
 
Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-
mobile.com.  
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The Leisure Pass 
 
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase 
price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts 
at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants.  
 
Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered. 
 
Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirenpr.co.uk.  
 
 
Interface Images 
 
World travel photographer David Smith of Interface Images is offering ITWA members a 50% discount 
on all image licenses and fine art prints ordered online from 8,000 + new images of world location, 
ethnic life, culture, smiling faces, lifestyle and cruise ship life images across 6 continents.  
 
For Alliance members this discount means a large travel image source for your stories, web sites and 
Blogs with prices starting at less than $US10 per image.  
 
Visit www.interfaceimages.com for easy search, amazing photo story galleries, instant image 
downloads and social networking links.  
 
Alliance members must enter the coupon code ITWA at checkout to get the discount.  
 
David has also produced a Travel Photography Today DVD ideal for Alliance members with two hours 
of live photo tips and hints for all travellers and photographers playable on all computers and NTSC 
TV systems and can be ordered online at http://www.imagebyinterface.com/products.htm 
 
Contact David Smith at dave@interfaceimages.com 
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Travel guides  
 
The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit 
or review will follow. 
 
AA Travel Guides 
Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-
guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at 
katie.stephens@theaa.com. 
 
Anova Books 
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at 
hponting@anovabooks.co 
 
Berlitz  
www.berlitzpublishing.com.   
 
Bradt Travel  
www.bradtguides.com. Debbie Hunter at 
debbie.hunter@bradtguides.com  
 
Brit's Guide 
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at 
margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue 
Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com.  
 
Cicerone 
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer 
at sarah@cicerone.co.uk  
 
Eland Publishing  
www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at 
barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk.  
  
Fisher's Travel SOS 
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at 
furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com.  
 
Global Travel Publishers  
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at 
kate@ksbpromotions.com. 
 
Globetrotters LogBook 
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at 
giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com   
 
Inn House Publishing 
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn 
McWhirter at 
kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com.  
  
Insight  
www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at 
Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk.  

In your pocket guides 
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at 
editor@inyourpocket.com.  
 
Jane’s Smart Art Guides 
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh 
at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com  
 
Jonglez Publishing  
www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas 
Jonglez at 
info@jonglezpublishing.com. 
 
Kuperard Publishers 
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey 
Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com.  
 
Lonely Planet 
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, 
Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at 
laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North 
America: Rana freedman 
pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com  
Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at 
Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au 
 
Morris Communications  
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at 
kate@ksbpromotions.com.   
 
Odyssey Books & Guides 
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : 
Caroline Eden at 
caroline@odysseypublications.com 
 
Oxygen Books city-lit  
www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at 
malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk 
 
Rough Guides  
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : 
press@roughguides.  
 
Take two Books 
www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at 
Sarah@taketwobooks.com. 
 
Turnleft 
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau 
at nick@turnleftguides.com  



 
The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's 
largest association of professional travel writers, editors, 
broadcasters and photographers. 
  
www.itwalliance.com 
  
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with 
an equally independent view of the world from 
the professional travel journalists in the Alliance 
  
www.allwaystraveller.com  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ 
 
Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance 
Managing Editor, AllWays traveller 
 
0776 419 8286  
Ashley@itwalliance.com 
 


